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	Tools to Organize Instruction Series

	45 Instructional Strategies to Teach and Work SMART

	Introduction
This instructional tool provides 45 strategies to teach and work SMART. 45 practical strategies focus on a variety of activities to support teachers in the following areas: 
· Systematic approach to instruction
· Meaningful to students and families
· Arranged collaboratively
· Results focused
· Teaching effectively 

	Strategies
	Elaborations
	Considerations

	1. Be systematic with an overall approach to instruction
	Design a comprehensive approach for teaching each child. The following areas are inclusive of instructional elements: 
1. Plan instruction 
2. Evaluate instruction
3. Deliver instruction 
4. Evaluate instruction
	The content below is organized by these 4 areas. The area “Deliver Instruction” is discussed first because our time with children is critical. 

	Deliver Instruction

	Overall Instructional Strategies

	2. Increase frequency
	Think about the frequency used to teach weekly spelling words. Examine “what it takes” to get students to achieve 90% by Friday.
	

	3. Increase variety
	Consider the following:
· Variety of presentation methods
· Variety of materials
· Variety of formats
	

	4. Use “Quick Tasks”
	Quick tasks are a series of “portable” teaching activities that are easily and seamlessly delivered in many contexts. This teaching strategy combines the effective instruction elements of frequency, variety, immersion, and duration.  It is a method for embedding a student’s instructional goals and objectives into specialized instruction that is integrated throughout the student’s day. 
	

	Physical environment: Plan with detail

	5. Begin with furniture
	Ensure the work space is conducive to reading & writing with efficiency
	

	6. Create student access to materials
	Organize the environment for student independence
	

	7. Proximity
	
	

	Instructional variables

	8. “Supportive” instruction. Evolve: Initial to mastery
	
	

	9. Think levels of instruction
	· Independent
· Instructional
· Frustration
	

	10. Provide independent practice
	
	

	11. Use procedures/routines
	
	TEACCH Resources

	12. Provide a model
	
	

	13. Use task analysis
	Find the “sweet spot.” The place where learning happens.
	

	14. Use incentives
	
	

	15. Use varied prompts
	· “Don’t take the thinking away from the child”
· Use explicit praise
· Limit question asking. Use “tell me” and “show me”
· Use explicit correction procedures
	

	16. Create turn-taking opportunities
	
	

	About blind/braille

	17. Tactile discrimination: Focus on what fits under fingertips
	
	

	18. Poster prompts
	
	

	19. Teach copying
	
	

	20. Anchor materials
	
	

	About low vision

	21. Begin accommodations early
	
	

	22. Think multiple solutions
	
	

	23. Provide specialized instruction
	
	

	Additional learning challenges

	24. Highly preferred
	
	

	25. Individualize content
	
	

	26. Provide intensive training supports
	Use a coaching model
	

	Evaluate Instruction

	27. Evaluate for accuracy/detail
	
	

	28. Think formative and summative
	
	

	29. Include a variety of contexts
	Include reading & writing in…
· English language arts
· Mathematics
· Non-academics
· Home setting
	

	30. Collect data systematically
	Pick a day of the week to focus on data collection for all students, such as Wednesday.
	

	31. Adjust instruction
	“If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we should teach the way they learn.” By Ignacio Estrada
	

	Plan Instruction

	32. Apply integrated instruction
	
	

	33. Use rubrics
	
	

	34. Use curriculum as a foundation
	
	

	35. Plan access/accommodations
	
	

	36. Plan participation
	
	

	37. Plan for collaboration
	
	

	38. Materials: “Make Two”
	
	

	39. Be prepared for “real-time” instruction
	
	

	Manage instruction

	40. Consider all environments, all subjects
	
	

	41. Vary schedule
	
	

	42. “Chunk” for change
	
	

	43. Peer supports, multi-age
	
	

	44. Community-based “touch tours”
	
	

	45. Make it yours
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